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Unemployment in Monterey County dipped to its

lowest level in seven months, as agricultural

companies picked up hiring in May.

All told, the county added 9,900 jobs last month with all

but 1,000 of them in the agricultural industry,

according to a report issued by the Employment and

Development Department today.

The new jobs pushed unemployment to 10.9 percent

in May, down from 12.6 percent in April. However,

more people in Monterey County sought work this year than in May

2010, when unemployment hit 10.7 percent.

May’s numbers mark the second straight

month of declining unemployment in Monterey

County.

Statewide unemployment also continued its

downward trend, with unemployment

dropping to 11.7 percent.

But, unlike in Monterey County, California’s

unemployment rate dropped despite the fact

that the state lost 29,000 payroll jobs

according to a survey of employers.

Because people not seeking work -- like

those who may have given up looking for a

job or attending classes to switch careers --

aren’t counted in the labor force, the jobless

rate can drop even if jobs aren’t added.

The Associated Press contributed to this report.
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